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PRINCIPAL’S NOTES 

This week kicked off with the Similarity 
Awareness interactive presentation for our fifth 
grade students in the gym and ended with 
Norwell CARES on Friday.  Routines and 
expectations are becoming more firmly 
established with each day of school.  It has 
been a wonderful start to the school year!  Be 
sure to ask your child what they liked most 
about having our NHS Juniors in the building 
today.  Pictures are available on the Cole PTO 
facebook page. 

Each month we practice either a fire/evacuation drill, lockdown drill, or shelter in the building drill.  
During the month of September, we will practice one drill a week and we will have the bus evacuation 
drill on Friday, October 4th.  While these drills are important, please be assured that we carry them 
out in the most developmentally appropriate and sensitive ways possible. 

All of our students will participate in a Bus Evacuation Drill on Friday, October 4th. Upon arrival at 
school, the bus drivers will review the evacuation procedure with the students. Fifth grade students 
will assist the younger students out of the back of the bus and then they will head straight to class. 
Support staff and specialists will be on hand to assist with the bus evacuation. If your child is dropped 
off that morning, we will bring them to a bus to complete the evacuation drill.  

Norwell CARES day was awesome.  We’re not sure who had more fun, the elementary students or 
the Juniors.  The weather was beautiful for fun recess time outside.  The Juniors also assisted in the 
classrooms and interacted with students all day.  It is such a wonderful new Norwell tradition! 
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Mark your Calendar 

9/23 - Picture Day 

9/23 - 1000 Book Club Story 12:05pm 

9/23 - Instrument Rental Night, 6:30pm at 
Vinal  

9/25 - Early Release Day.  All students K-5 
are dismissed at 12.20pm 

9/25 - School Council Meeting 3:45pm 

9/29 - PTO Moms Soccer Game 5pm  
(please note new time). 

10/17 - Early Release - Parent Conferences 

10/15-17 - Scholastic Book Fair 

10/24 - Bullying and Social Media Event at 
NHS 7:00-8:30pm 

10/27 - Halloween Dash and Boo Fest

COLE MINERS’ DIG
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We are very fortunate to have three full-time specialists/coordinators.  Kerri Fuller (Literacy Specialist/
Coordinator), Kelly McGrath (Reading Specialist/Coordinator), and Alison Pagnani (Math Specialist/
Coordinator).  These three specialists go into different classrooms to support the general education 
curriculum.  At times they will model lessons with the entire class and and at other times they will work 
with small groups of students both inside and outside of the classroom.  

Bus meetings will start on the week of September 23rd.  Each morning one bus meets with their 
assigned bus teacher, their bus driver, and Mrs. Benner in the cafeteria to review the expected 
behaviors and work to build a sense of community on their school bus.  These meetings happen at 
least three times a year.  The bus teachers are as follows: 

Bus 1 - Ms. Reilly Bus 2 - Mrs. Thompson  Bus 3 - Mrs. Barrett 
Bus 4 - Mrs. Fraser Bus 5 - Mrs. Hayman  Bus 6 - Mrs. Ryan  
Bus 7 - Mr. Roberge 

Please take a moment to complete the signoffs on the family portal on Aspen.  We currently have 29 
families that have yet to complete these signoffs.  This delays the phonebook and a host of other 
things that we need to do to complete beginning of the year tasks.  Thank you for your help with this. 

As a reminder, we share many pictures on the Cole PTO facebook page as well as on Twitter.  Please 
consider following @Principal_Burns or joining the Cole PTO facebook page. 

Mel’s Spotlight

We would like to introduce you to another one of Cole School's newest staff 
members this week, Mrs. Nowak.  Mrs. Nowak is an aide and is currently 
working with Cole School students during lunch and recess.  Mrs. Nowak 
and her husband have two daughters; one in college and one in high 
school.  They also have two Shetland Sheepdogs.  Mrs. Nowak loves 
nature, hiking, photography, and podcasts.  She studies health through the 
lens of evolutionary and lifestyle changes. She received her Bachelor's 
Degree in Psychology from Gettysburg College and her Master's Degree in 
Zoology and Oceanography from the University of Rhode Island.  Mrs. 
Nowak's favorite foods are everything bagels, coffee, and eggs.  She just 
loves breakfast!  Her favorite books are The Perfect Storm by Sebastian 
Junger and the Harry Potter series by JK Rowling.   Her current favorite 
sports team is her daughter's lacrosse team, the William Smith Herons.   

Her favorite TV shows include "Deadliest Catch", "The Incredible Dr. Pol", and "Everybody Loves 
Raymond".  Mrs. Nowak is a perpetual student herself.  She has always been someone who enjoys 
sharing what she knows with younger people.  Earlier in her life, she was a high school Biology 
teacher.  She enjoys the relationships that can be built with students.  She enjoys helping them 
navigate through the discovery of their interests and how they can tap into that which allows them to 
be successful.  Our students are certainly lucky to have Mrs. Nowak at Cole School!  We are so 
thrilled that she joined our team!  
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COMMUNITY NEWS 

Norwell Girls Travel Basketball 2019-2020 Tryout Info 

Norwell Girls Travel Basketball is proud to be able to offer Norwell girls in grades 4-8 the opportunity 
to play competitive basketball in the surrounding areas.  Once again, we will be selecting girls to 
compete in two leagues: South Shore Girls Travel Basketball is a highly competitive league for grades 
5-8 and Old Colony Girls Travel Basketball is a competitive league for grades 4-8. We look forward to 
seeing the girls at tryouts.  It is expected that girls will attend both nights of tryouts.  

Please be sure to arrive 20 minutes before each start time for registration/ uniform fitting.  All tryouts 
will be held at Norwell High School Gym.  For more information or questions please contact: 
norwellgirlstravelbasketball@gmail.com 

TRYOUT SCHEDULE GRADES 4 & 5 
Tuesday, October 1        6:00 - 7:00 PM 
Wednesday, October 2   6:00 - 7:00 PM 
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We're hanging the disco balls and getting our playlist ready...  
 

Join us for this family-friendly (and free!) event tomorrow night, Friday, September 20th from  
6-8 PM in the Cole School Cafeteria.  

 
No need to sign up; just come by to enjoy a sweet treat and bust a move with other Cole families.  

 
Hope to see you there!

Reminder: Ice Cream Social & Dance Party
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